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Hello, readers, and welcome 

to our 5th Black History 

Month edition issue. Way 

back in 2005, we designated 

Februaryôs newsletter to the 

African American experience. 

Of course, you can look for-

ward to additional articles in 

the newsletter as well. 

In this edition, we get an op-

portunity to intercept those 

stereotypical ideals that are 

sometimes etched into the 

vulnerable side of society, 

especially of those whoôve 

never understood or experi-

enced the experience, all the 

while making the experience 

interesting and exciting. 

In any case, whether youôve 

been a loyal reader of the 

Running Rebels Community 

Times for years, or youôre just 

getting to know us, we wel-

come you (or welcome you 

back)! We appreciate your 

questions and comments dur-

ing our hiatus. Things have 

changed since our last edition: 

many of our past writers have 

enrolled into college; others 

have graduated from college. 

Some have moved in, while 

others are moving on.  
 

One thing about the newslet-

ter that wonôt change is our 

motto, our commitment which 

we share with our parent or-

ganization: Helping the com-

munity from within.  

 

WELCOME BACK!  

BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

EDITION  

Written by Ed Kurhajetz 

 

 

 

 

 

B-I-N-G-O makes a winning com-
bination that was a sweet sound 
to the Running Rebels, their 
friends and supporters.  Over 
ninety members of the RRCO 
family accompanied by hundreds 
of other bingo players on Friday 
December 19th, 2008 at the Bingo 
Hall played several hours of 
Bingo.  

The occasion was the party of the 

Miracle on Canal Street for 2008 
put on by Potawatomi Bingo and 
Casino.  They created this charity 
committed to Children‟s pro-
gramming centered in Milwau-
kee.  Miracle Bingo games are 
played between August and De-
cember of each year.  Contribu-
tions are collected when players 
choose to play a Miracle Bingo 
Game. 

 

RRCO was chosen as the Mega 
Charity of 2008.  The Rebels 
were awarded over Two-Hundred 
and Nineteen thousand dollars to 
be spent on behalf of the children 
and youth of Milwaukee.  The 
Potawatomi Tribe has contrib-
uted to RRCO in past years but 

this award was the largest ever.   

The plan will be to build on suc-
cessful activities that the Rebel 
Organization has completed over 
the last twenty-eight years.  Pro-
grams that allow youth to develop 
emotionally, socially, musically 
and athletically while forming 
friendships and receiving guid-
ance from caring adults.  The 
symbol of the RRCO is a circle as 
we hope the young people are 
inspired to care about their 
neighbors and create a more car-
ing community that solves its 
disputes with out violence.  
Thanks to the whole community 
for supporting the RRCO and its 
work. 

BINGO Bash  
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DID YOU KNOW? 
By Ed Kurhajetz 

An interesting fact about the Harlem 

Globetrottersô basketball dynasty is 

that it has deep Midwestern roots. 

The team first started competing in 

Chicago, Illinois in 1926. The  team 

included a player with Running 

Rebels membership! Do you know 

the name of that player? Do you 

know who his coach is at the 

Running Rebels Community 

Organization? 

Health Center Medical Sup-

ply 

(Accepts Medicare & Medi-

caid) 

2323 N. MLK Drive 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm 

(414) 562-1177  

(414) 562-1277 (FAX) 

IMPORT DESIGN 

Fashion Hats, Clothing and 

Shoes for Men & Women 

Leather, Sequins & Afro-

Centric Dresses, Figurines & 

Art 

2323 N. MLK Drive 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

Mon-Fri, 9am-5:30pm 

LOOK! 

 

YOUR AD CAN BE 

PLACED HERE. 

CALL (414) 264-8222 

FOR MORE INFO. 

SPORTS 
Rebels Make a Splash in the  

City Conference 

Written by B. Mattox 

 

Winter is upon us, which means 
one thing: basketball is in full 
swing.  The Running Rebels have 
a long and storied history on the 

basketball court.  This season 
appears to be no different for the 
program. 

 

Headlining this season for the 
Running Rebels Community Or-

ganization would be none other 
than the Hamilton Wildcats, 
which boast four long-time mem-
bers and another two who have 
recently began to take part in the 

Running Rebels program.   

 

Charles Lee is a standout of a 
point guard who can take over a 
game at any time and demands 
respect with the ball in his hands.  
Another Rebel, who has seen a 

tremendous amount of growth 

over the past year, would be  

 

Darnell Harris who is not your 
typical big guy.  Harris continues 
to demonstrate his shooting abil-
ity on the hardwood.  Haki Stam-

pley who has a tremendous 
amount of potential continues to 
develop into an all around player.   

 

Elgin Cook, son of former Bucks 
player Alvin Robertson, continues 

to make a name for himself.  With 
a tenacity that goes unmatched, 
he regularly shows the ability to 
finish around the basket.   

 

Two new additions to the Rebel 
family, Stephan Thompson and 

Kiwane Crowder, were wel-
comed in as Rebels for life.  All 
continue to set an example in 
their community, often attending 
the building for tutoring or on 

Saturdays to spend time with the 
weights.   

 

The Wildcats were able to get off 
to a big start in their city confer-
ence schedule by taking down 
perennial power house, the Vin-

cent Vikings.  This was an even 

bigger feat for the Vikings since 
former head coach Tom Diener 
now oversees the Hamilton Wild-
cats. 

 

Not to go unnoticed though are 

other Rebels who are quickly 
carving out a name for them-
selves among athletes in the city.  
Samar Powell, Pulaski High School 
(position and grad) certainly con-

tinues to grow into a big-time 
basketball player.   

 

Energy, tenacity and heart are 
words that come to mind when 
Powell is mentioned.  Although 
the Pulaski squad went down to 

King, Samar added seventeen 
points to his teamõs score. 

 

Running Rebelsõ athletes are not 
only talented players, but also role
-models for Milwaukee youth.  

Staying in school, achieving good 
grades, and having a positive 
attitude are just a few of the goals 
Running Rebels sets for the youth 
in the program.   

 

Make sure to check local schedul-

ing for game dates and times. 

***To place an advertisement in our newsletter, to become an eRebel News subscriber (receive updates 
through your e-mail as well as the electronic version of our newsletter), or for questions on any of the 

articles in the newsletter, contact Natasha at (414) 264-8222, or Natasha@runningrebels.org.*** 

My Point Exactly: The BarbershopñA Treasure in the Community 

By Andre Burnett 

When all else fails, you can always 

count on a place that is a staple in the 

black community: the barbershop. Itôs 

the ñCheersò of the ghetto: everybody 

knows your name. At the beginning (or 

end) of a long day, you sink into that 

leather seat and you leave your hair in 

the hands of your barber, all the while 

listening to the stories going on around 

you or perhaps the topic at the mo-

ment, depending on what that topic is. 

 

And you just so happen to be there 

when the guy from the neighborhood 

comes in with the bootleg CDôs and 

movies, the mini cologne and perfume 

bottles, or the bags of fruit. And some-

body always manages to buy some-

thing, which explains his coming back. 

And the sole woman in the shop is 

willing and ready to speak up on any-

thing, despite the male dominance 

around her. And you best believe 

sheôs gonna be respected. You canôt 

make this stuff up!  

 

As crazy as it may sound, the barber-

shop, at times, seems to be our place 

of entertainment, especially here in 

Milwaukee, where we have a lack of 

movie theaters, skating rinks, and 

bowling alleys in our neighborhood. 

The barbershop is the place where 

you can vent out your feelings about 

these things and you can be sure your 

barber and perhaps others will be 

listening. You may even decide to 

throw in a tip just because they did so.  

 

Itôs one of the things that havenôt 

changed since long ago: when we 

werenôt allowed in certain places be-

cause of the color of our skin, we were 

always welcomed here. And we al-

ways left feeling a bit better than we 

did when we entered. Our fresh hair-

cut gave us another reason to have 

our head held high, despite the ill-

treatment that went on around us. One 

thing, though, is certain: from the afro 

to the high top and every style in be-

tween, if youôre lookinô for a place 

thatôs good in the óhood, the barber-

shop has you faded! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fsdb.k12.fl.us/rmc/content/images/basketball4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fsdb.k12.fl.us/rmc/content/marchmadness.html&usg=__H9SuYssOwniGoHFXnirBe-8taUA=&h=350&w=314&sz=63&hl=en&start=20&um=1&tbnid=jOBYtWBSU


GAMING  

 

 

 

 

By Ed Kurhajetz 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM  X 

On these cold winter nights, if you are look-
ing for a positive activity, consider reading a 

great book from the 20th century. True life 
stories make for great reading and lead them-
selves to being read and re-read.  

The book I recommend you read or re-read is 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X. It is an 
ongoing story of a man as he searches to live 
a meaningful life. He has many detours, de-
tentions and distractions.  

Find out how he figures out lifeõs puzzles. 

Page 3 Volume 24 

 

Hush now, Child 

 ÕËɯËÖÕɀÛɯàÖÜɯÊÙà 

Your folks might understand 

you 

By and by 

Just move on up 

Towards your destination 

Though you may find  

From time to time 

Complications 
 

- Curtis Mayfield 

CHASE Home Mortgage 

Mary A. Wunderlich 

Loan Officer 

15525 W. National Ave. 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

Telephone: (262) 796-5844  

Mary.boehme@chase.com 

Board of Directors 

Michael Mayo, Sr. 

7th District Supervisor 

Courthouse, Room 204 

901 N. 9th St. 

Milwaukee, WI 53233 

Phone (414) 278-4241  

Fax: (414) 223-1380  

Phelps Painting 

Professional Painting 

Interior/Exterior 

Fair Prices 

òThere is no job too small!ó 

(414) 531-7703  

(414) 234-8518  

S    II T 

Freedom!  

By Andre Burnett 

 

If youõve longed for a video 

game system that relieves 

you of the frequent CPS 

(Couch Potato Syndrome), Iõd 

like to welcome you to the 

world of Wii (Nintendo). I 

havenõt had much of an inter-

est in video games since the 

release of the first XBOX sys-

tem, which seems like eons 

ago. But with the release of 

the Nintendo Wii, things have 

changed. Let me tell you why. 

 

The Nintendo Wii is unlike 

any other game system out 

there. So popular, in fact, 

that the system has been 

flying off store shelves since 

its release in the U.S. back in 

May of 2008. A virtual reality 

console of sorts, its remote is 

sleekñand wireless. Depend-

ing on the sport, the remote, 

covered by a protective rub-

ber jacket, can double as 

anythingñfrom a bowling ball 

to a golf club. And it requires 

movement. No more sitting 

on the couch, pressing but-

tons until your thumbs turn 

red. Youõre bound to bounce 

around when a tennis game 

is in session, swinging your 

òracketó back and forth as 

the ball moves to and from 

you.  

 

To make the experience 

more real, you can create 

your avatar, known simply as 

a òMiió, in which you build up 

your skills. The Wii Fitness 

department tests your skills 

daily based on random 

sports activities and gives 

your age based on your per-

formance of those games. If 

you really want a workout, 

you can purchase the Wii Fit 

accessory, which allows you 

further exercise options. 

There are many other options 

and functions of the Nin-

tendo Wii, but there are way 

too many to name. 

 

If youõd like to go back to the 

good old days every once in a 

while, the system does pro-

vide not only a socket on 

your Wii remote for a retro 

controller, the Wii also has a 

socket cover on its rear, in 

which you can connect up to 

four Nintendo Game Cube 

controllers. It also plays 

Game Cube games.  

 

In addition to the above, the 

Nintendo Wii offers wireless 

capabilities, in which you can 

join in a game with your 

friends. But as with any form 

of recreation, I would always 

encourage moderation and 

self-control. Otherwise, you 

could find yourself playing 

until the òWiió hours of the 

morning, pun intended! 

BOOK REVIEW  

Join the Rebels Online 

Facebook.com  

Please join the Running Re-

bels on Facebook.  If you have 

an account simply type in 

òrunning rebels community 

organizationó into the search 

bar.  Join the group and show 

your support. 

Change.org  

A new site that the Running 

Rebels has also joined re-

cently: change.org.  All you 

need to do is go to 

change.org, create an account 

for yourself.  Then click on the 

ònon-profitsó icon, then enter 

òRunning Rebels Community 

Organizationó.  Join with that 

page and show your support. 

 

Your support with these vari-

ous networking sites is greatly 

appreciated 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wiisworld.com/images/wii-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wiisworld.com/wii-pictures.html&usg=__Z8ViRmiLEsgJXdDDfijqwW5joik=&h=300&w=400&sz=13&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=ArgiZ-On9Sk3UM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&prev=/


The Mission Statement of the Running Rebels Community Organization is to provide programs that will assist Milwaukee‟s youth 
in developing mentally, physically, and spiritually, while also promoting community unity. Running Rebels activities are grounded 
in the belief that programs which focus on education and recreation are effective ways to provide youth with positive alternatives to 
gangs, substance abuse and other negative behaviors. 

By Mike Peeples 

Eleven representatives from the Running Rebels Community Organization attended Barack 
Obamaôs Inauguration in Washington D.C.  This was a great experience for all.  Below is one of 
the representativeôs, Mike Peeplesô,  experience of this historic event. 

 

ñThe End Justifies the Meansò and with this in mind I ventured on.  We came in before sunrise, 
walked a total of more then five miles, and huddled together for more then three hours and when it 
was all done and over with, we witnessed the swearing in of our 44th president and WE were a 
REAL part of American history! 

 

ñThe Rideò was a mixture of Faith-Based Organizations, Community-Based Organizations, and 
regular old Wisconsinites looking to be a part of history.  Short or tall, saved or unsaved, and 
black, white, or multi-racial we ALL ñgot on the busò and made the best out of our ride to Breeze-
wood, PA. What was scheduled to be a 12 hour ride; turned into a 17 hour ride because of a 
wrong turn and poor communication between our two bus drivers.  We managed to make it safely 
to the hotel around 6:30pm.  We ate, we talked, and we went to sleep just to leave Breezewood to 
head to D.C. at 3:00am.  

 

ñThe Adventure Beginsò at the crack of dawn when we arrive in DC and park on the corner of 2nd 
and M Street.  We get off the bus and immediately take pictures and meet up with a reporter from 
the Journal-Sentinel.  The conversations and pictures are quick as the temperature was cold 
enough to make you get back on the bus if you were not layered up and properly dressed.  We 
stopped in a near by Starbucks to grab some warm drinks and warm up before we ventured off in 
to the sea of people that were headed to the mall.   

 

With each block traveled and every turn made it seemed as though the street disappeared from in 
front of us and people joined in the walk by the hundreds.  At times, it seemed as though it would 
have been wise to be tied together around the waist by a rope, because several times our group 
was split up and carried away by the current of people; now moving more like a body of water and 
not individually.   

 

ñThe Arrivalò was a success, our group stayed intact, and we were all extremely glad to have made 
it to the Mall!  We took more pictures and made more statements with our new friends from the 
Journal, whom we amazingly met up with again in the sea of people headed towards the Mall.  Our 
exact location was about 25 feet in front of the Washington Memorial with our countryôs flags sur-
rounding it and flapping in the wind; making a drum roll type of sound.  We waited in anticipation 
for the ceremony to begin and continued to marvel at the incredible sight that was before us!   

 

ñ35 Wordsò was all it took and history was made.  Some cried, some cheered, some prayed, and 
some did a combination of everything!  To look around and see such a diverse crowd was an awe-
some surprise and experience.  We all were a part of this historical moment ï I can not describe 
enough what it felt like to be a part of LIVING HISTORY; if you missed it, be glad, you witnessed it 
in your lifetime! 

Inauguration 2009 

REBEL óRAISERS 
(formerly ñWays to Helpò) 

REBEL ôRAISERS 

Stop by the building to grab a Spa Card 

for you or that special someone. Spa 

Cards include five, one hour spa mas-

sages for only $105.   

Take in five of the most amazing spaõs in 

southeastern Wisconsin.  This offer is 

worth over $350, essentially the card 

pays for itself with that kind of pricing.  

The card will also be good throughout 

2009. On top of that youõre supporting 

the Running Rebels Community Organi-

zation. 

Also available at Running Rebels, Avon 

gift packages, be sure to stop in and 

check out many of the great deals.  A 

clearance bin has recently been added 

as well, for all of those bargain shoppers. 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 17th the Running Rebels will 

be adopting a polling site for the Spring 

Primaries.  Join the Rebels at the Lavarn-

way Boys and Girls Club, located at 2739 

North 15th St.  Volunteers are needed 

from 6am to 8pm. 

 

Community Days will be held on February 

28th at the Boston Store in the Grand 

Avenue Mall where we will be at a booth 

selling booklets.  Volunteers are needed 

the day of and any day before that. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for 

either of these opportunities, or to pur-

chase a Community Day coupon booklet, 

please call Natasha at 264-8222 or 

email her at  

Natasha.Coe@runningrebels.org. 

 

Your time and efforts are greatly appreci-

ated! 

 


